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Stormwater Runoff

and Water Pollution

ESHEAL OUR
Runoff Pollutes

STORMWATER RUNOFF
CARRIES POLLUTANTS
INTO OUR WATERWAYS.

Stormwater Runoff

When it rains, the water has to go
somewhere. The rain may soak
into the ground through
permeable materials like rocks, soil
and grass. Or the rain may fall
directly into a lake, river or ocean.

But sometimes, the water lands on
parking lots or sidewalks. Parking
lots or sidewalks are impermeable
surfaces which means the water
can not go through them. The
water "running" off these surfaces
is called stormwater runoff.
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Water poIIutlon

Pollution is things that are hurtful
to the environment like trash, dog
poop and car oil.

When rain falls on an impermeable
surface like a sidewalk, the rain can
pick up trash, dog poop or car oil
and carry the pollution to wherever
the water is flowing.

Usually, water on sidewalks will go
through a storm drain. The storm

drain carries water (and pollution)
directly to the ocean or into rivers.

We don't want the pollution going
to the river or ocean as it makes
the water unsafe for us (or animals)
to drink or swim in.

Coastal Watershed Council
www.coastal-watershed.org


https://youtu.be/1WQjYRv4cWQ

