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The Power of Erosion
Student Journal

1 I notice, I wonder, it reminds me of...
Look closely at the pictures of a stable and an unstable stream bank. Write

down what you notice, wonder and what the pictures remind you of. 

I notice

I wonder

It
reminds 

me of

Our Guiding Question
How can humans reduce the cause and effects of erosion on the

San Lorenzo River?

Stable Stream Bank
(Click here to view pictures)

Unstable Stream Bank
(Click here to view pictures)

https://coastal-watershed.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/4.-Stable-Vs-Unstable-Stream-Bank-Images-2.pdf
https://coastal-watershed.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/4.-Stable-Vs-Unstable-Stream-Bank-Images-3.pdf


Draw a picture: 
Before it rains

or

2 Observing Erosion
After observing erosion, respond to the prompt "I noticed that the soil was..." by

writing two full sentence or drawing a picture of what you observed. 
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Write two full sentence to respond to the below prompt:
I noticed that the soil was....

The Power of Erosion
Student Journal

Draw a picture to respond to the below prompt:
I noticed that the soil was....

or
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3 What is erosion? 

 What new information did you learn

that you can add to your definition?

Write an updated (new) definition

below. 

Step 1: Look at your journal notes in. Use what you have learned to write down

your own definition of erosion. 

Coastal Watershed Council

www.coastal-watershed.org

I think "erosion" means

Erosion Erosion

Step 2: Click here to learn more about erosion.

Step 3: Use what you just learned, update or correct your definition of erosion. 

I now think "erosion" means

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1-tkUlqLIFJi3hZeDE1OtOknZTkf3Trj4n8Py5dxZgxE/edit


4 Cause and Effect of Erosion
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Exploring the causes and effects of erosion will help us understand why erosion

is a problem. Watch this video to learn more about the words "cause" and

"effect" and some causes and effects of erosion. 

The word "cause" means: The word "effect" means: 

One cause of erosion is.... One effect of erosion is... 

Cause Effect

https://youtu.be/6Qzf99sY460
https://youtu.be/6Qzf99sY460
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5 Why is erosion a problem? 

Why is erosion a problem?
Draw or write your response
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Stable Stream Bank
No Erosion

Unstable Stream Bank
Erosion
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6 Stabilizing Stream Banks and Controlling Erosion

Tree Stumps

and Root Wads

The Power of Erosion
Student Journal

Planting trees and

native shrubs

Mesh Fabric

Click here to read about each of the below techniques scientists and engineers use to
stabilize a stream bank and control erosion. 

Write down the
main idea you

learned from the
text

Write down the
main idea you

learned from the
text

Write down the
main idea you

learned from the
text

https://coastal-watershed.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/4.-Erosion-Control-Techniques-2.pdf
https://coastal-watershed.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/08/4.-Erosion-Control-Techniques-2.pdf
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7 Comparing Positives and Negatives

Type Technique #1 below

The Power of Erosion
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Type Technique #2 below

Easy
Cheap
Will do
the job

Positive
What is good 
about the
technique?

Ideas:

Not
cheap
Lots of
work

Negative
What is bad  
about the
technique?

Ideas:
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8 Answering our guiding question
 

Our guiding
question

How can humans

reduce the cause

and effects of

erosion on the San

Lorenzo River?

Review your notes from this journal to answer our guiding question below. 

Your answer
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