
Tree stumps that have their roots attached are called root wads. Root wads are

placed along the stream banks to control erosion. The root wads will help slow

down the water and help keep the soil in place. While this technique requires a lot

of resources and people to build, the root wads will do good job at controlling

erosion and stabilizing a stream bank for a long period of time. As an added bonus,

the root wads will help create habitat for aquatic animals, like steelhead trout, who

will hide beneath the root wads in the water. 

Learn more about this technique

Watch this video
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Tree stumps and roots Click here to listen to the text

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tv30Wln7ZEU
https://youtu.be/pkwDLmDuNt0
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Planting Native Trees and Shrubs

Erosion happens when soil on a stream bank is loose or not held together. Loose soil

can easily be washed into the river from fast flowing water or from a heavy rain

storm. To control erosion, the soil needs to be stabilized so that the soil does not

easily move. One of the easiest ways to do this is to plant native trees or shrubs

along the banks of a river or stream. The roots of the plants will wrap around the soil

and keep the soil in place. And, as an added bonus, the native plants will provide

important habitat for animals and provide shade for other plants. 

Learn more about this technique

Click here to read about California native plants that can control erosion.
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Click here to listen to the text

http://www.jannelsonlandscapedesign.com/wordpress/2013/10/22/california-native-plants-for-erosion-control/#:~:text=Some%20other%20good%20California%20native,matilija%20poppy%20and%20western%20elderberry.
https://youtu.be/ZvSbXQRAIsc
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Mesh Fabric

Mesh fabric is fabric that has small holes in it. It can be used to cover a steep slope

along a stream bank to keep the soil in place. The mesh fabric is especially helpful

when there is a big natural event like a big rain storm when the water in the river

moves very fast. 

To keep the mesh fabric in place,  large sticks are placed through the mesh fabric and

stuck in the soil. Small plants can also be planted through small holes in the mesh

fabric to make the stream bank even more stable. The plants will eventually grow and

cover the mesh fabric. The fabric is biodegradable and will eventually break down

and turn to soil. While the mesh fabric is easy to use and can cover a large area, the

mesh fabric is a temporary fix to stopping erosion. 

Learn more about this technique

Watch this video

Click here to listen to the text

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d81wN8xzqjw
https://youtu.be/HyhcuDyzsnA

